
Save the Date   
Pig Roast, Picnic & Ar t Sale 
Saturday October 22, 2005.  

From New York City, The 
Wiyos return to entertain us 
again this year.  

Art Show to benefit  
Ossabaw Island Found a-

tion  
Artist Tim Coy s one-man 
show at Gallery 440 has been 
extended until October 16.  
Proceeds from the show are 
being generously donated to 
the Boarding House Chal-
lenge Fund. The show is at 
Gallery 440, 440 Bull Street 
in Savannah.  

The Ossabaw Island 
Foundation s  

Mission Statement  

The Ossabaw Island Foundation 
encourages natural, scientific, 
and cultural study, research and 
education on Ossabaw Island 
and conserves and protects Ossa-
baw Island s unique resources, 
in partnership with the State of 
Georgia for the benefit of pre-
sent and future generations. 

In an effort to define goals, the Education 
Alliance led by Paul Pressly hosted two 
roundtable discussions of people vitally 
interested in the future of Ossabaw.   
     On August 22, 2005, twelve historians, 
archeologists and spe-
cialists in the culture 
of the coast met in the 
Clubhouse on Ossa-
baw to consider how 
best to tell the story 
of the island in its 
many forms and how 
to use that story to 
energize research 
along the coast. 
Among the partici-
pants were represen-
tatives of Georgia 
Southern, University of Georgia, Arm-
strong Atlantic, Emory, Georgia Historical 
Society, New Georgia Encyclopedia, 
the Library of Congress, Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Lamar Insti-
tute, and the Savannah Morning News.  
     On August 27, eighteen scientists, edu-
cators and wildlife specialists met in Sa-

vannah to consider how the Heritage Pre-
serve designation of Ossabaw might offer 
unique opportunities for scientific research. 
Designated as Georgia s first Heritage Pre-
serve in 1978, the Island enjoys a protected 

status that ensures it a 
minimum of change due 
to direct human activities. 
Participating were indi-
viduals from Georgia 
Tech, Georgia Southern, 
Savannah State Univer-
sity, Armstrong Atlantic 
State, University of Geor-
gia, Skidaway Institute of 
Oceanography, Gray s 
Reef, NOAA, Georgia 
Department of Natural 
Resources, Sapelo Island 

National Estuarine Research Reserve, and 
the University System. 
     The two groups issued reports that will 
guide the process of using the island for 
study, research and education as desig-

nated in the Heritage Preserve. On October 
3, there will be an additional roundtable 
devoted to science education.   

Founded in 1989, Georgia 
Youth Science & Technol-
ogy Centers, Inc. (GYSTC) 
is a private, non-profit edu-
cational organization de-
signed to increase interest 
and enthusiasm in science, 
mathematics and the tech-
nologies, particularly 
among elementary and mid-
dle school teachers and stu-
dents. GYSTC is headquar-
tered at Chattahoochee 
Technical College. 
     GYSTC has thirteen re-

gional centers across the 
state that provide staff de-
velopment workshops and 
programs for teachers as 
well as assemblies, activi-
ties and camps for students. 
The programs of each re-
gional center are defined by 
local school system needs. 
     Kathy Gunn, Regional 
Coordinator of the Magno-
lia Midlands GYSTC, has 
developed a series of pro-
fessional learning courses 
on Ossabaw Island.  They 

include Ecology of Sea 
Turtles, Biostudy of Birds, 
and Exploring the Ecosys-
tems of Barrier Islands.  
     Ossabaw provides teach-
ers with the opportunity to 
study science in a hands-on 
outdoor lab.  They also 
learn about the geography, 
culture, and history of the 
island.   
     Teachers who partici-
pate in the courses leave 
Ossabaw Island enriched 
and eager to share their ex-

Education Alliance Hosts Roundtables 

Vol. X No. 3 
Fall 2005  

A publication of the Ossabaw Island Foundation 

perience and knowledge 
with their students. 
     For more information 
about GYSTC, you may 
visit their website at www.
gystc.org.   
     For more information 
about GYSTC educational 
programs offered on Ossa-
baw, contact Kathy Gunn 
at (478) 289-2094.  

GYSTC Teaching the Teachers on Ossabaw 


