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Ossabaw Island Education Alliance to host
Symposium in February 2008

The Education Alliance has organized a symposium on thetopic, The Atlantic
World and African American Life and Culture in the Georgia Lowcountry, 18" to the
20" Century.

When talking about traditional African American life on the coast, most writers and
historians focus their attention on South Carolina and only give a passing nod to
Georgia.

The experience of the African Americansin the Georgia Lowcountry, both urban and
rural, was important not only for the ways it replicated the traditions, culture and
patterns of its neighbor but possessed its own unique identity.

Of the ten speakers, oneis a Pulitzer Prize winner and four are Bancroft Prize
winners. The themesrange from African religious survivals on the Georgia coast to
the sustainability of Gullah-Geechee culture in today sworld. Speakersinclude
Emory Campbell, Erskine Clarke, David Brion Davis, Allison Dorsey, Michael
Gomez, Jacqueline Jones, Phillip Morgan, Timothy Powell, Theresa Singleton and
Betty Wood.

Sponsors of the event include Savannah State University, Armstrong Atlantic State
University, Georgia Southern University, Georgia Historical Society and the
Ossabaw Idand Foundation.

In addition to hearing top speakersin the field, participants will experience firsthand
the sights and sounds of the Georgia Lowcountry through tours, performances, and
other events. Day passes will be available for local participants.

Strategic plan leads to new vision for TOIF

The Ossabaw Island Foundation Board of Trustee s embarked upon a strategic plan in
2006, led by North Highland of Atlanta, Ga. As part of the process, the board re-
cently adopted the following vision and mission statements:

Vision: To reveal the voices and mystery of Ossabaw Idland.

Mission: The Ossabaw |sland Foundation, through a public-private partnership with
the State of Georgia, inspires, promotes, and manages exceptional educational, cul-
tural, and scientific programs that are designed to maximize the experience of Ossa-
baw Island, while minimizing the impact on its resources.

TOIF receives Georgia Power Grant

Georgia Power ismaking agrant of $20,000 to TOIF for the purpose of purchasing a
meteorological station and other monitors for the use of students, educators and re-
searchers. The Alliance will place these sensing devices on the North End dock and
trangmit hard data through the new wireless network to interested parties. Herb Win-
dom and Clark Alexander of Skidaway | nstitute of Oceanography are providing the
|eadership.

Thisrepresentsthe first step in making Ossabaw into a barrier island observatory,
with monitoring devices sending science data about environmental change to research
specialists, college students, secondary schools, and the general public.

Take a Day Trip to Ossabaw

The Ossbaw Idland Foundation ishosting another
unforgettable day on Ossabaw Island.

If you have ever wondered about Ossabaw or
wanted to visit, we invite you to join us or
encourage another curious friend to join the trip.

For those willing to venture by pontoon boat,
buckboard and on foot, you will see the place
where the arts and sciences meet history and
nature.

When:
Saturday, May 12th.

The boat departs promptly at 9:30 am and
returns around 4 pm

Where:
Delegal Marina, The Landings on Skidaway Idland
Cost:

$50 per person for Friends of Ossabaw or
$65 per person for Future Friends

Reservations arerequired, as spaceis limited.

Payment in full isrequired to confirm
reservations.

Cost includes round-trip boat transportation to
Ossabaw Idland and the full day tour.

Cost does not include your sack lunch or
bottled water / beverages.

Dueto the length of thetour, thisprogramis
not recommended for children.

Because we will be riding aong unpaved
roads in awooden buckboard, this tour is not
recommended for those with hip, back or knee
problems.

Thistour does not include atour of the
Torrey-West Estate, out of respect for privacy.

For more information or to reserve space on this
tour, please contact;

Jim Bitler, Foundation On-Idand Coordinator at
912.210.1613 or

Elizabeth DuBose, Foundation Executive Director
at 912.233.5104

The vision of the Ossabaw Island Foundation is to reveal the voices and mystery of Ossabaw Island




Ossabaw

In the lap of the Carolinas,
Land tellsitsold stories.
Murmuring in fitful deep

Of glittering balls, it recals
Its slaves and southern belles,
Its faded glories.

Land deeps. Spanish maoss,
Like old men s beards,

Needing now no magic of silk purses,
Her preference for the sows ears
which shefingersin her sleep.

At night the past dances
On soft feet inthe silence.
Around her the quiet house

Receives again thefirst guests,
Bearing across the water
Their propitiatory gifts:

The garden creepsin the house. Weeds
Slide stedlthy feet over the floorboards,
Green and ragged-toed.

Decay changes new colours for old,
spreading its own rich furs
over the mouldings in the ballroom.

Now the swine mutter no wisdoms; the men
Are long gone. Among spent feathers,
A woman dreams.

Grows long. Unheard now

Savannah ladies with invitations,
Y oung men with gramophones,
Artists brought to enchant thetime,

The water s stories: seatalestold
Of anidand of birds and swine,
A house of air.

And wind recalls awoman
That the land does not remember:
Gnarled Circe, sorceress, aquiline with age.

To catch the moment of her glory,
Scientist and a chemist to stop how
Things, always, return to their originals. is studying.

Lettie Randey

Ms. Ramsey was a guest of Paul and Jane Pressley s
last summer, and this poemwas inspired by Paul s
description of the island.

A graduate of Oxford University, she presented this
poemin December, 2006 to the English Society s
Christmas Poem Night in Belfast, Ireland, where she
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Friends of Ossabaw December, 2006 February, 2007

Friends ($20-$99)

A gift in honor and memory of Sidney Durand Randy Wash
from Carol & John Apen

Nell & Tina Austing

A giftin memory of Randy Wash from the Buckhead Men s Garden Club

A giftin honor Claudia Meear from Patty Stinger-Barnes
A gift from Carol Burdick in honor of Sandy West

A giftin memory of William D. Burr Jr. from Jeanne L. Burr
Venetia Butler

Patricia Carmel

Katherine & Frank Chisholm

Anita Clay

A giftin memory of Randy Wash from Lane & Rodney Cook
John Crawfish Crawford and Jeana Crawford

Judith Crisp

Danny Del oach

Robert E DiNardo

Aletha Dunlavy

LisaEgdi

A gift from Heard Galisin honor of Paul Presdy
Theodora L. Gongaware

Brynn Grant

Bill & Marilyn Foley

Harry Heiman & Abby Friedman

Cindy Fuller

Scott & Nan W. Henson

Rob & Meg Hodges

Thea Johanos

A giftin memory of Richard A. Jones from Debbie Jones
Jack & Mimi Jones

M. Kubler

A gift from Scott & AnnaLacher in memory of Rebecca A. Webster
Annette Lantzius

Mr. & Mrs. John Lientz

Mrs. Malcolm MacLean

DebraMamalakis

A gift from Julie Manley in honor of Martin Melaver, CEO, Melaver, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas McKee
Jane A. Montgomery
A gift from Geoffrey Moviusin honor of Sandy West

Joyce Murlless

Patricia Persse

Mr. Sanford I. Phillips

Mr. & Mrs. Clay Ratterree

A giftin memory of Jack Leigh from Lisa M. Robinson

Davis, Carol Ann & John Rosenblum

Joe & Wanda Sanders

Marjett Schille

A gift from Joe Staley and Stuart Clayton in memory of Randy Wash
A giftin memory of Randy Wash John R. Strother

Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Thorpe

Margaret Willits

A gift from ElseH. Wilson in memory of John Buys Plantation Manager on
Ossabaw Idand in 1795.

Lucky the Ossabaw Pig ( $100-$499)

Al & Fondra Anderson

A giftin honor of Mr. & Mrs. John Taylor from Dr. & Mrs. William Andrus
Dr. John Angell

A gift from the Andey Book Club in memory of Randy Wash

Mrs. Robert P. Bass Jr.

Jim Boyle and Becky Setliff

DanaBraun

Callamark Inc.

Sam Candler

Jeannine Cook

A gift from Mr. & Mrs. Harold T. Daniel Jr. in memory of Sidney Randy Wash.
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Dimond

John & Carol Duren

Carol Evans

Jane and Ed Feiler

West Fraser

A gift from James Frazer in memory of Randy Wash

A gift from Fresh King in memory of Randy Wash

A giftin honor of Paul Pressly from Mr. & Mrs. Denny Galis

Helen Hamada

Antonia Hamilton

Robbie Harrison

A gift from Anne & Charlie Hennin memory of Shirley Humphreys
Susan & Stephen Hoffius




The Ossabaw Gift Shop

T-shirts feature Craig Rubadoux s Ossabaw animals on the front and a map of
the Georgia Coast on back. Short or long deeved, sage green shirt/dark green

printing.

Books include Evocations of an Island hardcover book, by Jack Leigh, Alan
Campbell and James Kilgo, as well as boxed note cards featuring four differ-

ent images from the book, (8 cardstotal, with 2 cards each image). Also,

Ann Foskey s Images of America: Ossabaw Island, and now, The God of the
Hinge, Sojournsin Cloud Cuckoo Land by Elizabeth Pool and Eleanor West.

We dso offer prints of William Armstrong s painting of Bradley Beach.

Please send __ copy(ies) of God of the Hinge @ $16.95
Please send __ copy(ies) of Evocations @ $29.95
Please send ___ copy(ies) of Images of America @ $20
Please send ___ box(es) of Evocations Notecards @ $10
Please send ___ copy(ies) of Bradley Beach poster @ $20
Pleesesend __ Short-sleeved T-shirt, SM L XL @ $15 _
Pleassesend __ Long-sleeved T-shirt, S M L XL @ 20

Enclose $5 for US postage and handling.
Total Order:

Cecil & Sandy Hudson

Mr. & Mrs. CharlesJ. Johnson

Robert E. & Marie E. Kraft Family Fund

John S. Langford

A giftin honor of HarrisLewisand John McEllen for their quarter of a
century of friendship with Rence Smyth

Patricia Laney

Scott Lewis

Tracey & Jeremy London

Margaret T. MacCary

A gift from Brooke and L. Gillis MacKinnon 111 in memory of Randy Wash

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mayer

Crosby H. Milne

Charles & JuliaMikell

Willard S. Moore

Maryanne Mott

National Office Systems, Inc.

Josephine Clapp Osbun

Jules & Mooney Paderewski

Tom & Ann Ramee

Karen Schafer

Ann & Jack Sherrill

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Smith

Bill & Virginia Steinhauer

James F. Stewart Jr.

Dr. Joseph T Stubbs Jr.

Melanie & Tony Sussman

A giftin memory of Sidney Randy Wash from teache rs at Sutton Middle School

A gift from Margaret Taylor in honor of Gail Witman Andrus

William L. Tieyjen

Mr. & Mrs. Hue Thomas| |1

A giftin memory of Lucky-we miss him from Mr. Kenneth H. Thomas Jr.

A giftin honor of Andy and Amanda Meadows married October 21, 2006 from
Joe and Donna Meadows

Dr. & Mrs. John West

A giftin memory Sidney Durand (Randy) Wash from John B. Wilkerson
and Dr. Moore

George & Mary Wickham

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams

Photo courtesy of Bryan Stovall

My check/money order is enclosed

Please chargeto
0 MasterCard
o Discover

oVISA
0 American Express

Acct #. Exp:

Signature:

Daytime Phone (required) ( ) -

Send order to:

Name:

Address:

Send completed form to:

The Ossabaw |sland Foundation
145 Bull Street
Savannah, GA 31401

Fiddler Crab ($500-$999)

David & Ellen Byck

Tom Crites & Associates

Matt Prickett & Jane Griffin
Margaret S. Hubbs Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. James Hungerpiller
Melaver, Inc.

Millicent Melaver

Paul and Jane Presdy

A gift in honor of Sandy West from Mr. & Mrs. Fred Williams
Fredna Woodall

Kirk Woodall

Woodstor k ($1,000-$1,999)

Helen Downing

A holiday gift from the Dunn s & Celia Williamsin honor of Helen and
Callie Downing

A gift from Mrs. Denny Galisfor the Education Alliance

A gift in honor of Elizabeth DuBose from Kathryn Standard

Aliceand Tom Tisch

A giftin honor of Patricia Thrower Barmeyer from Mr. & Mrs. Randolph
Thrower

Kyle Woodall

Snowy Egret ($2,000-$4,900)

A gift from Partricia T. Barmeyer in honor of Sandy West s 94™ birthday
Bill Haile

Zelda Tenenbaum

Art & KristaWilliams

Great Blue Heron ($5,000 and up)
Martin Melaver

Contributions to the Ossabaw |sland Foundation, a 501-c-3 not-for-profit

corporation, are deductible to the extent allowed by law.




TOIF applies for National Endowment
of the Humanities Grant

The Alliance/Foundation has applied for a Consultation Grant
of $15,000 from the National Endowment of the Humanities to
interpret the three surviving tabby cabins built feslaved

people on the North End Plantation.

The Alliance has put together a team of humanities achol
and consultants that include Theresa Singleton, archgisoht
Syracuse University, George McDaniel of Drayton Hatigl
faculty members at Armstrong Atlantic State University
including Barbara Fertig, Lee Williams, Cathy Adams and
Tom Howard.

If the Alliance receives the Consultation Grantyiit apply for
a Planning Grant for $45,000. If successful in that round]lit w
apply for an Implementation Grant of $250,000.

Roof in Tabby 2 being installed by Tim and
Stephen Lancaster of Port City Metals.
Clapboard is river-recovered long-leaf yellow pine.

Replication of historically accurate roof
framing for Tabby 1, c. 1820

Save America’s Treasures Grant
Update: Progress on Tabbies

The Ossabaw Island Foundation received a Save America’s
Treasures grant in 2004, and is making great progressin ¢
serving and restoring the North End plantation tabbies.

Funds are being used for historically accurate framing and
roofing, tabby conservation and restoration. Tabbiora-

tion included infilling later window and door openings and
replacing failed headers over doors and windows. Window
and door conservation, restoration and replicatiorahkas
ready been completed on Tabby 1 (c. 1820) and Tabby 2 (c.
1840).

Work on the tabbies has been featured in a variety of-publ
cations. The Atlanta-Journal Constitution and the Saafa
Morning News have each covered the restoration in the past
few months, and the archaeological work supporting the re
toration was featured in Smithsonian magazine’s Fepruar
2007 issue.

Currently pine shingle roofs are being installed on Tesbb
and 2. Using period-appropriate board and batten design,
doors and shutters are being historically replicated from
river-recovered long-leaf Southern yellow pine, and will be
installed soon.

A recent archaeological dig in the fall of 2006 confirmfeel t
hypothesis that Tabby 1 was constructed earlier than Tabby
2, and actually dates back to the 1820s. Artifacts faund
cluded a half-cent coin from 1825, beads, and religious
items.

Tabby gables supported during roof framing. Nate tabby headers over windows and doors.
Both tabby gables had non-historic openings, sfibee in with the tabby restoration.




