
Save the Date   
Pig Roast, Picnic & Art Sale 
Saturday October 22, 2005.  

From New York City, The 
Wiyos return to entertain us 
again this year.  

Art Show to benefit  
Ossabaw Island 

Foundation  
Artist Tim Coy will be 
featured in a one-man show 
at Gallery 440, 440 Bull 
Street in Savannah.  Proceeds 
from the show will be 
generously donated to the 
Boarding House Challenge 
Fund. The show opens July 
7, and will remain on display 
until September.  

The Ossabaw Island 
Foundation s  

Mission Statement  

The Ossabaw Island Foundation 
encourages natural, scientific, 
and cultural study, research and 
education on Ossabaw Island 
and conserves and protects 
Ossabaw Island s unique 
resources, in partnership with 
the State of Georgia for the 
benefit of present and future 
generations. 

In early 2004, the Ossabaw 
Island Education Alliance was 
created with a vision to make 
the island a nationally recog-
nized education center focus-
ing on many disciplines.  The 
Ossabaw Island Education 
Alliance includes the Georgia 
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), the Ossabaw 
Island Foundation (TOIF), the 
Board of Regents of the Uni-
versity System of Georgia 
(USG) and a committed group 
of public and private univer-
sity educators, scientists, citi-
zens, community leaders and 
individuals.   The Alliance 
recently hired Dr. Paul 
Pressly, of Savannah to serve 
as the Program Coordinator 
for this ambitious initiative.       

Dr. Paul M. Pressly grew 
up in Atlanta and served for 
twenty-one years as Headmas-
ter of The Savannah Country 
Day School.  He holds a B.A. 
in History from Princeton 
University, a Masters in Pub-

lic Administration from the 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University, 
and a Doctor of Philosophy in 
History from Oxford Univer-
sity. He was elected a Rhodes 
Scholar in 1964. Dr. Pressly 
has served as chair of the SAT 
Committee for College Board, 
chair of the Board of 
Directors of the Na-
tional Association of 
Independent Schools, 
and is currently 
President of the Cum 
Laude Society, a na-
tional organization 
recognizing scholar-
ship in public and 
private schools. For 
the past two years, 
he has been a Director of  The 
Ossabaw Island Foundation 
and chaired the Education 
Committee.  

     He is currently a member 
of the University of Georgia 
Press Advisory Council and 
on the board of the Georgia 

Historical Society, the Telfair 
Museum, the Davenport 
House and the Rabun-Gap 
Nacoochee School.  Pressly is 
an avid saltwater boater, a lo-
cal historian, and an active 
participant in efforts to con-
serve the natural and cultural 
resources of the Georgia coast.      

The Ossabaw Is-
land Foundation is 
immensely grateful 
that a person with 
Paul Pressly s aca-
demic credentials and 
record of leadership 
in education has ac-
cepted the challenge 
of developing a 
world-class program 

to promote the highest 
use of Ossabaw for educa-
tional, scientific, historical and 
cultural learning.  This is con-
sistent with the purposes for 
which the Torrey-West fami-
lies conveyed the island to the 
State and will further the pur-
poses of 

Back in 1974, student Charlie 
Pearson conducted test exca-
vations of the Bead Maker s 
midden while pursuing a mas-
ters degree in archaeology at 
the University of Georgia.  
His survey  produced a variety 
of cultural materials, including 
chipped stone drills and nu-
merous pieces of worked 

whelk shell. Some of the shell 
pieces had been partially 
ground and drilled and are, 
along with the stone drills, 
almost certainly debris associ-
ated with the production of 
shell beads and possibly other 
shell ornaments.      

Over 30 years later, Dr. 
Pearson, now Senior Archae-

ologist for Coastal Environ-
ment, Inc. an environmental 
consulting firm out of Baton 
Rouge has returned to the is-
land complete his work.      

Almost nothing is known 
about this prehistoric craft ac-
tivity in coastal Georgia, 
comments Dr. Pearson, and 
the "Bead Maker's" midden 
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A publication of the Ossabaw Island Foundation 

provides a unique opportunity 
to collect information on shell 
bead production at the end of 
the prehistoric era 500 years 
ago.

 

     According to DNR Staff 
Archaeologist Ronnie Rogers, 
This appears to be one of the 

few instances where a prehis-

Continued on Page 3 

Excavations Continue at Bead Maker s Midden 

Continued on Page 2 



The Foundation now owns the 
Torrey-West furniture in the Great 
Room, Sun Room, Dining Room and 
Foyer, and the painted furniture in 
the bedrooms.  We are now working 
on purchasing art, china, and garden 
and patio furniture from the 1920s. 

Furniture Fund Update 

     

"The University System of Georgia is 
extremely pleased to partner with the 
Ossabaw Island Foundation and the De-
partment of Natural Resources in the Oss-
abaw Education Alliance, and to have Dr. 
Paul Pressly come on board to coordinate 
the Alliance's educational efforts.   Dr. 
Pressly's knowledge and experience will 
be invaluable in providing educational 
opportunities on Ossabaw for students of 
all ages and many interests throughout 
Georgia," said Dr. Dan Papp, Sr. Vice 
Chancellor, Board of Regents of the Uni-
versity System of Georgia.       

There has been great interest from 
many stakeholders in expanding educa-
tional and research opportunities on Ossa-
baw Island over the years, said DNR 
Commissioner Noel Holcomb.  In 2001, 

the State s dedication of Ossabaw Island 
as a Heritage Preserve, said Patricia 
Thrower Barmeyer, Chair of the Board of 
The Ossabaw Island Foundation. 

     As Program Coordinator, Dr. Pressly 
will be responsible for the design and 
management of the education and re-
search programs on Ossabaw Island.  He 
also will market and promote the pro-
grams and outreach efforts of the Educa-
tion Alliance and seek funding for these 
initiatives through grants, donations, and 
other fund-raising efforts.  One of his pri-
mary goals will be to work as part of a 
collaborative team to make the island 
available for use by for a variety of disci-
plines and stakeholders.    

Dr. Paul Pressly   
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The Raymond 
M. Cash 
Foundation 
has issued the 
Ossabaw 
Island 
Foundation a 
$125,000 
challenge 
grant for the 
rehabilitation 
of the 
Boarding House.  The Knight-Gaines Foundation has generously 
agreed to contribute $50,000 towards the required match.  The 
Board of Regents has also contributed $5,000.  The Ossabaw 
Island Foundation has until December 2005 to raise the remaining 
$70,000.  Please help us take advantage of this generous match.  
To contribute, contact Elizabeth DuBose 912-233-5104, or 
elizabeth@ossabawisland.org.  Contributions to the Ossabaw 
Island Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit corporation, are 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Boarding House Challenge Grant 

our agency completed the development of 
a management plan for the island based 
on input from an external steering com-
mittee and the public which called for 
increased opportunities for education and 
research but funding these goals has been 
a challenge.  I am very excited about the 
vision that the Alliance has for Ossabaw 
Island and look forward to working with 
our partners to gain recognition for this 
incredible resource.

      

Dr. Pressly s office will be located at 
the Coastal Georgia Center, 305 Fahm 
Street, Savannah, GA  31401.  For more 
information on the Ossabaw Island Edu-
cation Alliance or the future plans for 
education on Ossabaw Island, please con-
tact Paul Pressly at (912) 651-2005 or 
ppressly@ossabawisland.org.   

Save the Date! 
Pig Roast, Picnic & Art 
Sale, Saturday October 22, 
2005.  From New York 
City, The Wiyos return to 
entertain us again this year. 
Proceeds from this event 
benefit the Furniture Fund. 

The Ossabaw Island Foundation Board functions only by virtue 
of the commitment and enthusiasm of its Board members. The 
Board s By-laws include term limits, and as a result Helen 
Downing and Gordon K. Matthews have rotated off the Board 
after six years of service.       

The TOIF Board will miss having Gordon and Helen on 
the Board, but we appreciate their dedicated service and plan to 
keep them involved in our on-going activities, said Patricia 
Barmeyer, Chair. Gordon Matthews has been instrumental in 
improving on-island activities and as Treasurer, helped up-
grade TOIF s financial systems. Helen has been a leader in his-
toric preservation and cultural activities on the island, while 
also spearheading fund-raising efforts.       

TOIF is very pleased to announce two new Board members, 
Callie Downing, a resident at Memorial Hospital and Martin 
Melaver, President of Melaver, Inc. 

Art Show benefits Boarding  
House Challenge Grant 

Artist Tim Coy will present a one-man show of photographic 
work at Gallery 440, 440 Bull Street in Savannah.        

Mr. Coy s photographs, taken throughout the year, 
beautifully depict the change of seasons on Ossabaw Island.   
     The show opens on Thursday, July 7 and remains on display 
until September 2005.  All proceeds will be generously 
donated for the Boarding House Challenge Fund. 

Foundation Notes 


