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Ossabaw Oracle 
Ossabaw Island dedicated as Important Bird Area 

by Alison Huff, Oconee Rivers Audubon Society, Photos by David Farmerie 

Tropical storm Barry may have drenched the state when it 
blasted through, but it could not dampen the excitement of those 
who were on Ossabaw Island for a milestone dedication. About 
fifty brave souls crossed Ossabaw Sound to attend the Important 
Bird Area (IBA) ceremony, Georgia’s thirteenth site to be 
included in this national registry of exceptional wildlife habitats.   
The ceremony on June 2, 2007 highlighted Georgia’s IBA 
program and Ossabaw Island’s distinction as being the state’s 
first Heritage Preserve. Guest speakers included DNR 
Commissioner Noel Holcomb, National Audubon Society’s IBA 
Director, John Cecil and Georgia General Assembly 
Representative from District 

130, Debbie Buckner. Georgia’s new IBA 
coordinator, Mary Elfner, coordinated the event. 

Fifteen people then stayed overnight in Ossabaw 
Island’s Club House after the IBA dedication 
ceremony.  After several hours of horizontal rain 
from Barry’s bluster, the skies cleared, the winds 
calmed to gentle breezes, and Painted Buntings 
returned to the porch feeders. A small wild pig made a dash through the yard. A Great 
Egret lifted off from the nearby marsh. Resurrection ferns that had hung brown and 
limp on the sturdy branches of the live oaks were brilliant green again. The visitors, 
grateful for the short but invigorating sojourn on this island paradise, gathered their 
belongings for the boat trip back to the mainland. 

If you would like more information on the Georgia Important Bird Areas Program, or 
if you want to volunteer to help this conservation effort, please contact Mary Elfner, 
Georgia IBA Coordinator, at gaiba@comcast.net. 

The Ossabaw Island Foundation is hosting another 
unforgettable day on Ossabaw Island. 
If you have ever 
wondered about 
Ossabaw or wanted to 
visit, we invite you to 
join us or encourage 
another curious friend 
to join the trip. 
For those willing to 
venture by pontoon boat, buckboard and on foot, 
you will see the place where the arts and sciences 
meet history and nature. 
 

When:    
Saturday, September 15  
� The boat departs promptly at 9:30 am and 

returns around 4 pm 
Where:   
Delegal Marina, The Landings on Skidaway Island 
Cost:   
$50 per person for Friends of Ossabaw or          
$65 per person for Future Friends 
 

� Reservations are required, as space is limited. 
� Payment in full is required to confirm 

reservations. 
� Cost includes round-trip boat transportation to 

Ossabaw Island and the full day tour. 
� Cost does not include your sack lunch or 

bottled water / beverages. 
� Due to the length of the tour, this program is 

not recommended for children. 
� Because we will be riding along unpaved 

roads in a wooden buckboard, this tour is not 
recommended for those with hip, back or knee 
problems. 

� This tour does not include a tour of the 
Torrey-West Estate, out of respect for privacy. 

 
For more information or to reserve space on this 
tour, please contact Jim Bitler, Foundation On-
Island Coordinator at 912.210.1613 or Elizabeth 
DuBose, Foundation Executive Director at 
912.233.5104. 

Take a Day Trip to Ossabaw  

Be Inspired! 

The vision of the Ossabaw Island Foundation is to reveal the voices and mystery of Ossabaw Island 

The Ossabaw Island Foundation invites artists to experience 
Ossabaw Island and capture that inspiration in art. The 
Foundation offers day and overnight trips to Ossabaw, with 
complimentary housing in the 1890s Club House in July and 
August. (Bedrooms are air-conditioned ). Included is an 
overview of Ossabaw’s natural and built environment and 
transportation around the island. Visit for one day or several! 
Complimentary boat transportation is no longer available, 
average cost of for round trip boat transportation from a boat 
captain is $35 per person. Overnight mooring must be pre-
approved due to limited dock space. In return for your 
adventure on Ossabaw, we ask that you donate at least one 

finished piece of work (framed if applicable) from your island visit to the Art Auction 
at the annual Pig Roast on Saturday, October 20th. Proceeds of the sales benefit the 
Torrey-West House Fund. In addition we hope you will attend the Pig Roast as our 
guest, and provide a personal perspective of your work and experience on Ossabaw 
Island. If you are interested, please contact our On-Island Coordinator Jim Bitler at 
jim@ossabawisland.org, or call 912-210-1613 and leave a message. 


